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Abstract

There is a rich history of biodiversity data collection in the United Kingdom (UK) from the

earliest record of a Peregrine falcon in 1605 to the 1.5 million records from the last two

years, all of which contribute to the 222 million occurence records covering 45,500 species

available on the NBN Atlas. Today, there are over 90 national schemes, usually covering

specific taxa, approximately 60 Local Environmental Record Centres, a similar number of

regional recording groups and a growing number of citizen science projects all collecting

data about wildlife in the UK through different mechanisms from paper records to remote

recording (e.g., using acoustics to monitor the presence of bat species), and using differing

data standards. 

Bringing these data together and making them available in the Darwin Core format makes

the  National  Biodiversity  Network's  (NBN)  Atlas  (www.nbnatlas.org)  an  unparalleled

resource for understanding the UK’s natural world and contributes to the picture of global

biodiversity. However, this is not a simple job, adapting the record data and metadata to fit

the  Darwin  Core  format  while  making  it  simple  for  data  providers  to  understand,  the

complexity of data flows and verification of species ID can cause all cause delay in making

data of a known quality available for use. In this presentation we will describe how we are

dealing with these issues now and plans for how to improve things in the future. We will

also talk about the the strengths of the data shared by amateur experts, how they can be

used for more than just species trends and why the push for Open Data may actually be

reducing the amount of accessible wildlife data in the UK.
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