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Abstract

Natural history collections are essential for understanding the world’s biodiversity and drive
research in taxonomy, systematics, ecology and biosecurity. One of the biggest challenges
faced is the decline of new taxonomists and public interest in collections-based research,
which is alarming considering that an estimated 70% of the world’s species are yet to be
formally described.

Science  communication  combines  public  relations  with  the  dissemination  of  scientific
knowledge and offers  many benefits  to  promoting natural  history  collections to  a  wide
audience. For example, social media has revolutionised the way collections and their staff
communicate with the public in real time, and can attract more visitors to collection exhibits
and new students interested in natural history. Although not everyone is born a natural
science communicator,  institutions can encourage and provide training for  their  staff  to
become engaging  spokespeople  skilled  in  social  media  and public  speaking,  including
television, radio and/or print media. By embracing science communication, natural history
collections can influence their target audiences in a positive and meaningful way, raise the
profile  of  their  institution,  encourage  respect  for  biodiversity,  promote  their  events  and
research outputs, seek philanthropic donations, connect with other researchers or industry
leaders, and most importantly, inspire the next generation of natural historians.
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