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Abstract

ince 2013, a community has been created around Atlas of Living Australia (ALA) tools *1,
an open source platform developed by the Australian node of the Global Biodiversity
Infrastructure Facility (GBIF) (also named ALA). Its primary goal is to provide information
on Australian biodiversity. Its modular architecture has been designed to help institutions
worldwide reusing it for their data portals. Eight ALA-like platforms are currently in
production around the world with different levels of implementation. Until date, five
international workshops have been organized focusing on numerous subjects ranging from
first step to install the data portal to configuring the advanced spatial portal. This has
helped the community to grow significantly.

GBIF France, the French node of the GBIF established in 2006, has been part of the Living
Atlases community since 2014. GBIF France is an active members of ALA community and
is one of the eight institutions with ALA based data portal in production.

The main object of this presentation is to describe the documentation part writing by the
ALA team with the help of the community, and located on the ALA GitHub account *2.
Thanks to this tool, anybody can read the different sections of the documentation. It is
organized by themes and highlight important subjects for new or advanced users such as
architecture, how to install your own demonstration ALA data portal, internationalization,
customization, etc. A huge part of this manual is feedbacks from advanced developers to
help newcomers by presenting their own architectures, customization and tips.
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In this presentation, we will demonstrate how the documentation is a key point to help the
community to be durable and efficient. We will also present its central thread and how we
manage all elements around it. Finally, we will discuss about the wiki by defining good
practices to request more information about a specific theme or add tips from your own
experience.
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*1 https://github.com/AtlasOfLivingAustralia

*2 https://github.com/AtlasOfLivingAustralia/documentation
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